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December 22, 2017 
 
RE: Lake Wausau and the Village of Rothschild 
 
The Village of Rothschild has benefited from Lake Wausau since its creation over 100 years 
ago.   In the past, paper mills and the logging industry used the river for power and 
transportation.  The residents of the Village formed and incorporated as the Village of 
Rothschild in the early 1900’s.   
 
In this same era, the Village Pavilion, located on the shore of Lake Wausau, was a destination 
point for residents mainly due to the emerging greater Wausau’s growth.  A rail system was 
constructed from Wausau to Rothschild and street rail cars were used to bring people to this 
recreation area.  This specific location was the home of a swimming area, docking and wharf 
area, the Whizzer (roller coaster), and a ski jump that used the frozen lake as part of the 
landing area.  
 
Today, some of the original islands have eroded away.  However, there lies about 10,000 feet 
of lake frontage owned by the Village itself, or the Domtar Paper Mill.  The Village boasts 
about 4,500 feet of frontage – all in zoned parkland and open to the public (Pavilion Park).  On 
this frontage is a wonderful view of Rib Mountain State Park, a double trailer boat launch, 
fishing piers, the Pavilion, and the island that host walkers, anglers, and picnickers.   
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In 2012, the Village developed a Master Plan for Pavilion Park.  The master plan has a 
considerable amount of development for the public and the proposed residential growth as 
part of its TID #2.  Together, these plans received the 2012 Vernon Deines Memorial Award 
for Outstanding Small Town for Rural Plan, a national award from American Planners 
Association. 
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Other benefits of Lake Wausau as it relates to the Village are that there is an estimated 600 
users/year utilizing the boat landing off Kort Street.    This figure does not account for annual 
passes or kayaks.   
 
The Village Board has approved a 2018 budget item for a kayak launch structure to be placed 
on the shore of Pavilion Park.  This launch will be beneficial for connecting to other facilities 
on the lake, or the river itself, as a portage around the dam is located about 4,000 feet 
downstream to the lower Wisconsin River section below Rothschild Dam.  Many kayakers 
presently launch from the boat landing area already. 
 
Lastly, the Rothschild Pavilion, on the National Historic Building list, is a major draw to the 
public due to its location on the lake and its uniqueness.  This facility is rented by the public 
and is booked nearly every weekend for up to 2 years in advance.   
 
In closing, Lake Wausau is a significant asset to the Village but will be even more so upon 
completion of the Pavilion Park Master Plan along with TID development. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at (715) 359-3660 or by 
e-mail at tvergara@rothschildwi.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Timothy D. Vergara, PE    
Administrator of Public Works      
 
cc:  Gary Olsen – Village Administrator 
      George Peterson – Village President 
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